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Daylight Saving Commences 

Sunday, October 2 

GFS Sailing Calendar – October 

October      
2022 

1 Long Weekend – No Race  
5 Twilight Spring Race 1  
8 Saturday Spring Race 4 

12 Twilight Spring Race 2  
15 Joe Walsh Down Harbour Race 2 
19 Twilight Spring Race 3  
22 Saturday Spring Race 5 
26 Twilight Spring Race 4  
29 Saturday Spring Race 6 and Mick York Series Race 2 
30 Balmain Regatta – details and entries to Balmain Sailing Club 

 

On the GFS website – Sailing – Racing Information  

2022 - 2023 Sailing Season  

Entry details – all yacht divisions - https://topyacht.com.au/db/kb2/1583  

Equipment Audit form  

Season Program  

Saturday Course Sheet 

Sailing Instructions  

GFS Safety Card  

Twilight Course Sheet  

 

Well done David Leslie GFS Safety Officer 

The compulsory Skippers Briefing was excellent. Information provided by David with input from Nick Murphy, Holly 
Charalambous and Mike Murphy was important and a requirement of our use of the harbour for racing. The GFS 
committee has responsibility to provide certain things including an operational plan, risk management plan and safety 
information.  Skippers also have a responsibility under our ‘Aquatic Licence’. These regulations are spelt out in the 
conditions accompanying our licence. 

Please take the time to read through and follow the conditions related to our licence on the GFS Website – 
Sailing – Yacht Racing Information – 2022 – 2023 SENS – SENS Conditions or on this link. 

 

We acknowledge the Cammeraygal people of the Guringai nation, the traditional custodians of the lands and water on 
which we meet, and we pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.  

https://topyacht.com.au/db/kb2/1583
https://gfs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SENS-Conditions.pdf


The Balmain Regatta – Sunday. October 30 

One of Sydney’s oldest sporting events, the Balmain Regatta, was first held in 1849 and continued until 1934 when it 
was discontinued. In 1994, it was brought back by the Wooden Boat Association and hosted at the Balmain Sailing 
Club as a part of its Spring Series.  

In 1997, the Balmain Regatta was granted the recognition that such an historic event deserves and was run as a 
separate event, jointly organised by the Balmain Sailing Club and the Wooden Boat Association. Now it is run by the 
Balmain Sailing Club, in association with other sailing clubs and community organisations.  

It is a celebration of sailing on the Western Harbour and recognition of Balmain’s maritime heritage. 

Schedule of activities 
 

• 10am: Club premises opens. 
• 11am: first sailing divisions start. Ferry service for workboat passengers begins. 
• 12:30pm: Workboat convoy departs. 
• 12:30pm onwards: Sailing races finish. 
• 1pm: Barbeque and Bar service begins. 
• 2pm: Workboat convoy returns. 
• 2:30pm: Live music begins. 
• 4:30pm: Sailing and Workboat Convoy prize presentation. 

 
2022 Balmain Regatta entry - https://topyacht.com.au/db/kb2/1570 
 
2022 NOR, SIs, entry list and details - http://www.balmainsailingclub.com/balmain-regatta 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://topyacht.com.au/db/kb2/1570
http://www.balmainsailingclub.com/balmain-regatta


 

On Y Va! - WHWS Race 7 – Image Courtesy Mark Palmer 

 

GFS Website and Facebook  

It is important to regularly check the GFS website for important club information. The site is the vehicle for 
communicating changes to procedures and upcoming events. Notices, changes, results, instructions, season 
programs and race entry details are communicated via the website - https://gfs.org.au/  

The GFS Facebook page is for members to share stories, photographs, alerts and events relevant to club and wider 
community events - https://www.facebook.com/groups/138966136751023/. 

 

 

GFS contingent in WHWS Race 7 – Jester, Joka, Pistol Dawn (BSC) and WTF. 
Image Mark Palmer 

Please Note -  

The West Harbour Combined Clubs (Balmain Sailing Club, Drummoyne Sailing Club, Greenwich Flying Squadron and 
Parramatta River Sailing Club) have agreed to designate the WH Summer Race on Sunday 29th January, 2023 as 
the West Harbour Combined Clubs Australia Day Regatta Race. It may be possible to enter this race as a casual 
one-off entry. 
  

https://gfs.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/138966136751023/


Well done to the Skipper and Crew of AUSREO. 

Congratulations to Ian Creak and the crew of AUSREO in the 2022 Sydney to Gold Coast Yacht Race.  

 

AUSREO crew at Southport Yacht Club celebrating their victory. 

1st IRC Division 3, 1st Corinthian, 1st ORC Division 2, 3rd ORCi. 

 

Epic Road Trip to sail In the Oceania Laser Masters Regatta at Darwin 

Congratulations to Bill Haughton – Laser 170527 - All She Wanted to do was Rock – Bill was seventh overall in the 
Laser Standard class and second in the Grand Masters division at the regatta which was held at the Darwin Sailing 
Club. 

 

All She Wanted to do was Rock at ‘the rock’. 

 



Opera Australia – Carmen - Cockatoo Island - November and December disruption. 
 

The waterway between Cockatoo Island and the Balmain shore will be restricted by vessel movements and a bolt 
wharf during November and December due to a production of Carmen by Opera Australia. The area designated is on 
the SE tip of Cockatoo Island and is virtually opposite Balmain Sailing Club.  

There should be good view of the fireworks in the finale from GFS and the Greenwich shore. 

Month Day Event Opera Australia Schedule 

November 

2 Twilight Spring Race 5   
5 Saturday Spring Race 7  
9 Twilight Spring Race 6  Opera Bump in 07.00 to 23.00hrs 

12 Joe Walsh Down Harbour Race 3 Opera Bump in 07.00 to 23.00hrs 
16 Twilight Spring Race 7  Opera Bump in 07.00 to 23.00hrs 
19 Saturday Spring Race 8 Opera 12.00 to 23.00hrs 
23* Twilight Spring Race 8  Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
26* Saturday Spring Race 9 MY Race 3 Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
30* Twilight Spring Race 9  Opera 17.00 to Midnight 

December 

3* Saturday Summer Race 1 Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
7* Twilight Summer Race 1  Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
10* Joe Walsh Down Harbour Race 4 Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
14* Twilight Summer Race 2 and YOTS @ GFS Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
17* Saturday Summer Race 2 Opera 17.00 to Midnight 
21 Twilight Summer Race 3 Opera Bump out 07.00 to 23.00hrs 

24/28 Christmas Break – New Year break  
 

Barges in operation between Woolwich and Cockatoo Island 

Rehearsal 

Ferry Service and performance from 16.00 hrs to 23.00hrs -  Ferry Service from King Street Wharf in 
operation from 16.00hrs to 19.30hrs and 22.20hrs to 23.00hrs 

 

Please be vigilant of the increased river traffic both on Saturday and Twilight race dates. 

 

 

Joka - Cec Williams - Mick York Race 1 (Image Mark Palmer) 



Did you know – Spectacle Island was originally named Dawes Island. 

Aboriginal people knew the island Gong-ul.  

A survey led by Captain John Hunter, Lt William Bradley & James Kelty on 4th Feb 1788, named a small island south 
of Cockatoo Island as Dawes Island, after Second Lieutenant William Dawes of the Sirius. 

Governor Phillip later ordered Lt Dawes to shoot the now hostile natives in the area as punishment for their attacks. 
Dawes refused and was sent back to England on the next ship. 

The first reference to spectacles occurred in 1843 when an artist, John Skinner Prout, referred to ‘two small scrubby 
Islands joined by a sand spit, resembling spectacles (these are now joined). The first published use of the name 
“Spectacle Island” occurs on John Septimus Roe’s 1826 chart of the harbour.  

 

Spectacle Island Buildings Circa 1870 - L to R Magazine, Cooperage Barracks, Residence,  
Drummoyne shore in the background 

 

In 1884 control of Spectacle Island was handed over to the Royal Navy. Arrival of the first RAN fleet in Sydney on 4th 
of October 1913 saw Spectacle Island and Garden Island taken over by the Royal Australian Navy. 

RAN ships in Sydney entering or completing refit would load or offload ammunition into lighters stationed at Spectacle 
Island. 

 

During the Vietnam conflict as many as 24 Lighters were in use and moored around the island. 

The Island is a Commonwealth-listed heritage site, still used by the Navy as an operational base. It is one of only 2 
Sydney Harbour islands which are currently inaccessible to the general public.  



Times and Heights (Fort Denison). 

 

Please support our club sponsors –  

Helly Hansen 
Helly Hansen is a company manufacturing professional grade gear. It offers 
technical sailing and performance ski apparel, as well as premium workwear. 
The Company provides clothing and footwear for sailing, hiking and other 
outdoor activities. 
 
Sydney 4WD 
Based in Thornleigh, Sydney 4WD have been producing top of the line 
vehicle builds with thousands of retail, trade and fleet vehicles passing 
through their workshop every year. Specializing in super high-quality Ironman 
4x4 “fit for purpose” builds and a massive range of products, brands, and 
services. 
 
Yachtworx 
Yachtworx Australia offers a complete range of services to anything and 
everything that floats! Located at Bobbin Head and at White Bay Wharf 6, 
Yachtworx provides repairs, refits, restorations, modifications and project 
management on all types of vessels ranging from classic wooden race boats 
to luxury fibreglass craft and commercial vessels. 
 
Joe Walsh Rigging 
Joe Walsh Rigging specialises in all marine and architectural rigging, masts 
and spar fabrication, repair, painting, all rigging requirements, furling systems 
and AYF Rig Insurance Inspections. Located at Woolwich Marina. 
 
Doyle-McDiarmid Sails Sydney 
Doyle-McDiarmid Sails is located in Gladeville. Services include an in-house 
design team, laser cutter and modern machinery for new sails, repairs, 
covers and supplies ongoing service. 
 
Oatley Wines 
Robert Oatley Wines celebrates the memory of Bob Oatley through a trio of 
labels: the maritime-influenced Signature Series, the specific vineyard 
focused Finisterre, and the best of the best barrels under The Pennant label. 
They focus on wines from Margaret River and McLaren Vale.  
 
Zjoosh 
Located in Lane Cove, Zjoosh is a unique Australian lifestyle brand. It 
specialises in "the finishing touches". From its early beginnings as a fashion 
jewellery and accessories brand, Zjoosh has broadened to homeware and 
gifts. 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

 
 


	Schedule of activities

