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GFS Sailing Calendar — December

December

3 Saturday Summer Race 1

7 Wednesday Twilight Summer Race 1 and YOTS @ GFS
10 Saturday Joe Walsh Down Harbour Race 4

14 Wednesday Twilight Summer Race 2

17 Saturday Summer Race 2

21 Wednesday Twilight Summer Race 3

24 Christmas Break — New Year break

28 Christmas Break — New Year break

31 Christmas Break — New Year break

Racing resumes — Wednesday, January 4, 2023 - Twilight Summer Race 4

Saturday, January 7, 2023 — Saturday Summer Race 3

For all racing information check the GFS website —

Sailing — Racing Information - 2022 - 2023 Sailing Season

Entry details — all yacht divisions - https://topyacht.com.au/db/kb2/1583

Make sure you have entered the Summer Series on TopYacht if you intend to sail —

Race 1 Saturday Summer Series December 3 and Twilight Summer Series December 7.

Youth off the Streets is a not-for-profit youth organisation. YOTS services and programs provide young
people with safety, support and opportunities to build a positive future.

For more information - https://youthoffthestreets.com.au/

This year GFS is again hosting YOTS and their workers on Wednesday 7 December to experience a twilight
race on a yacht. It is expected that there will be at least 35 participants from YOTS.

See the GFS Website for more information
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Helm

Women’s

Series

The GFS Women’s Helm Series will again be held simultaneously with 3 Twilight Series races. Competing yachts
sail in their regular Twilight Division and separate point scores will awarded for both series.

Race 1: Wednesday January 11,2023 — Twilight Summer Series Race 5
Race 2: Wednesday January 18, 2023 — Twilight Summer Series Race 6
Race 3: Wednesday January 25, 2023 — Twilight Summer Series Race 7

A yacht competing in the GFS Women’s Helm Series must have a minimum of 2 persons on board (skipper and
1 crew member). The yacht must be helmed by a female.

Entry details will be posted on the GFS website closer to the event.
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Did You Know — Our History

Snapper Island is the smallest island in Sydney Harbour.

It lies 200 metres off the Drummoyne shore and is close to Spectacle and Cockatoo islands. In the past
locals have called it Flea, Rat or Mosquito Island, names which suggest its lack of appeal or usefulness.

In May 1891, The Sydney Morning Herald published an article entitled 'Among the Islands'. Of Snapper
Island, the writer noted - ‘its only office is to supply standing room for sea fowl — some place where they
can meet and deliberate unmolested..

Snapper Island was declared a public recreation reserve in 1879 but it remained a rarely visited, rocky and
rat-infested outcrop.

In 1921 Leonard Forsythe founded the Navy League Sea Cadet

Company at Drummoyne. By 1929 over 70 boys were enrolled and

Forsythe leased Snapper Island from the government, determined

that this little island was the perfect place to train boys in nautical
skills.

In the early 1930s Forsythe and many of his cadets flattened and
expanded the island by blasting more than 1000 tonnes of rock
from the top of the island to make a flat surface. The waste rock

i was then used to reclaim land and increase the area of the island
by one-third. The reclaimed land was sculptured to make the island
look like a ship.

In 1945 girls aged 14 years and upwards were invited to join and by
December 1946 35 girls had become regular volunteers.

I During World War Il the island was used as a training and
recreational area for Australian, American and British armed forces.
An 'excellent club room and reading room' was opened for the
troops based there in May 1944 with the financial help of the King
George Fund for Sailors.

Until the early 2000s, Snapper Island was run by a private company, Sydney Training Depot Snapper
Island Limited.

Now, Snapper Island is owned by the Commonwealth Department of Finance. The Harbour Trust’s
Comprehensive Plan, made in 2003, sets out a vision for the renewal of Snapper Island, based on the
potential transfer of the island to the Harbour Trust. The Comprehensive Plan proposes the repair,
maintenance and enhancement of this facility and its reuse for maritime training activities, potentially in
partnership with naval history organisations. The island is currently vacant and closed to the public.

GFS Website and Facebook

It is important to regularly check the GFS website for important club information. The site is the vehicle for
communicating changes to procedures and upcoming events. Notices, changes, results, instructions,
season programs and race entry details are communicated via the website - https://gfs.org.au/

The GFS Facebook page is for members to share stories, photographs, alerts and events relevant to club
and wider community events - https://www.facebook.com/groups/138966136751023/.

Please Note -

The West Harbour Combined Clubs (Balmain Sailing Club, Drummoyne Sailing Club, Greenwich Flying
Squadron and Parramatta River Sailing Club) have agreed to designate the WH Summer Race on Sunday
29th January 2023 (date subject to change) as the West Harbour Combined Clubs Australia Day
Regatta Race. It may be possible to enter this race as a casual one-off entry. Details closer to the event.
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Tana. Twilight Spring Race 7. Image John Ewing

KPMG AUSTRALIA SAIL GRAND PRIX SYDNEY
SailGP will return Sydney Harbour on February 18-19, 2023.

More information - https://sailgp.com/races/season-3/australia-sail-grand-prix-sydney/overview/
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Times and Heights (Fort Denison).
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2228 DA Located in Lane Cove, Zjoosh is a unique Australian lifestyle brand. It

specialises in "the finishing touches". From its early beginnings as a
fashion jewellery and accessories brand, Zjoosh has broadened to
homeware and gifts.

We acknowledge the Cammeraygal people of the Guringai nation, the traditional custodians of the lands
and water on which we meet, and we pay our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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